Human intestinal capillariasis is a rare parasitosis that was first recognized in the 
( Philippines ) who subsequently died. At autopsy, a large number of worms, later described as C. Philippinensis, were found in the large and small intestine 2. The disease was first reported by Chitwood et 
Results
Seven cases, five male and two female, were 39 to 69 years of age when they were diagnosed as intestinal capillariasis ( Table 1 , 2 ). All of them lived in Taitung County. Five of them were aborigines. All of them have no history of travelling abroad. Two patients had the history of eating raw or insufficiently cooked fresh-water fish. Three of 7 patients had a mixed infection with Clonorchis sinensis or Strongyloides stercoralis which eggs were also observed in the feces.
Two cases received emergency laparotomy due to peritonitis and pathology revealed jejunitis cystica profunda. Small bowel series and colonoscopic study revealed mild dilatation and thickened mucosa of jejunum and ileum ( Figure 4 ), which suggested malabsorption. Laboratory finding revealed anemia, malabsorption of fats and sugars and low levels of potassium, sodium, calcium and total protein in serum.
Mebendazole 200 mg twice a day for 20 days was given to 7 patients. All of them were cured and relapses were not observed within 12 months following chemotherapy and supportive treatment.
Discussion
Parasitic infection with C. philippinensis should be considered as one of the etiologies in patients with malabsorption syndrome 16. The delay in diagnosis was commonly seen for more than 4 months and, in some cases, even years in this study due to Mild dilatation and thickened valvulae conniventes are shown in the jejunum and ileum. 
